
Ko Samui is an island off the east coast of the Kra Istmus in 
Thailand, close to the mainland Surat Thani town. It is 
Thailand's third largest island, with an area of 228.7 km² 
and a population of 47,874 (2006).
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History

The island was probably first inhabited about 15 centuries ago, sett led by fisherman from Malay Peninsula and Southern 
China. It appears on Ming Dynasty maps dating back to 1687, under the name Pulo Cornam. The name Samui is mysteri-
ous in itself. Perhaps it is an extension of the name of one of t he native trees, mui, or it is a corruption of the Chinese 
word Saboey, meaning "safe haven". Until the late 20th ecentury, Samui was an isolated self-sufficient community, having 
little connection with the mainland of Thailand. The island was even without roads until the early 1970s, and the 15km 
journey from one side of the island to the other involved a whole-day trek through the mountainous central jungles. 
Today, Samui thrives on a successful tourist industry, as well as exports of coconut and rubber. 

Geography

Ko Samui is located in the Gulf of Thailand, about 35km northeast of 
Surat Thani town (9°N, 100°E). It is surrounded by about sixty other 
islands, most of wh ich comprise the Ang Thong National Marine Park, 
but also include other tourist destinations Ko Pha Ngan, Ko Tao and Ko 
Nang Yuan. The island is roughly circular in shape, and is about 15km 
across. The central part of the island is an almost uninhabitable moun-
tain jungle and the various lowland areas are connected together by a 
single road that covers the circumference of the island. The old capital 
is Nathon, on the southwest coast of the island, and remains the major 
port for fis hing and inter-island transportation. 

Tourist Attractions

Ko Samui is famous for its charming, beautiful beaches, its crystal 
clear waters with colourful coral reefs are perfect for snorkeling.  The 
interior of the island is mountain jungle.

Ko Samui is a perfect hideaway for vacationers from around the world.
It is an island of natural beauty and charm, a place where you can 
have a wonderful holiday.  Beautiful white sand beaches, clean, clear 
warm water, lush tropical jungle and gentle ocean breezes await you 
at this ideal holiday destination. If you lo ve the beach, this is t he place 
for you!
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