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Bangkok

Bangkok, was founded in 1782 by the first monarch of the
present Chakri dynasty. It is now the country's spiritual,
cultural, diplomatic, commercial and educational hub. It
covers an area of more than 1,500 square kilometers, and it
is home to approximately ten million people or more than
10% of th e country's population.

History

The town of Bangkok began as a small trading center and port commu nity on the west bank of the Chao Phraya River.
It is believed that the town's name derived from either Bang Makok, bang being the Central Thai name for towns or
villages situated on the bank of a river, and “Makok” being the Thai name of plants producing olive-like fruits, or Bang
Koh, “Koh” meaning island, a reference to the area's landscape which was carved by rivers and canals.

After the fall of Ayutthaya to the Burmese Kingdom in 1767, the newly declared King Taksin established a new capital
in the area of then-Bangkok, which became known as Thonburi. When Taksin's reign ended in 1782, the new recon-

structed capital was located on the east bank of the river and got a ce remonial name which became shortened to its

current official name, Krung Thep Maha Nakhon (which means "city of angels").

Tourism and Tourist Attractions

Bangkok is Thailand's major tourist gateway, which means that the
majority of foreign tourists arrive in Bangkok. An estimated 15 million
foreigners arrive in Bangkok every yearThe city boasts some of the
country's most visited historical venues and it is also possible to visit
two unique World Heritage sites which are easy to reach from this
metropole: the laid back and tranquil former french colonial city Luang
Prabang in Laos or th e astonishing ruins of the old Khmer civalization
at Angkor in Siem Reap, Cambodia.

Culture

There are a variety of ways to enjoy Bangkok through the performing
arts. Clubs featuring jazz and other live music line major districts of
town, Vicory Monument and Phra Nakorn. The Chalerm Krung
Theater and the National Theater have been in operation since the
early 20th century whereas the newer Thailand Cultural Center hosts
a variety of plays and events. The Bangkok Symphony Orchestra and
Bangkok Opera regularly host performances of international performers.

Reasons enough to visit this exceptional city and to enjoy the Thai
cultural heritage or modern day Bangkok. Visit th e fairytale-like Grand
Palace and see how the Thai used to live along the rivers. Relax with
a Thai traditional massage or spa after a hard days shopping. To see
more of the rich culture of Thailand in just one afternoon is possible in
the Ancient City. For the more adventurous ones the infamous Death
Raiway at the River Kwai is always an interesting day.
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